ELLEN  TERRY
I wrote him a play in two acts,c The Cup.'" On the 4th of December, 1880, Mr. Knowles wrote to Tennyson : " Irving is in a great state of excitement, and he is most anxious that you should read over the Play, not only to himself and Ellen Terry, but to all the Company which is to enact it. ... He would like it to be on next Thursday week, when Ellen Terry will be back in town and everything advanced enough to make such a reading of the greatest and most opportune value."
The reading took place under the circumstances which Irving so strongly desired, and the play (after a few slight alterations had been made in it) was produced on the 3rd of January, 1881, before a brilliant audience, which included Mr. Gladstone among many other celebrities. " The Cup " was destined to succeed better than either " Queen Mary " or " The Falcon." Of Miss Terry's share in it Mr. Wedmore wrote in " The Academy " : "I have seldom seen Miss Ellen Terry to greater advantage than 152